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Kindergarten is a bridge year between unstructured play and early learning experiences to the
more structured learning environment of formal schooling. At a time when approximately 60%
of American’s children attend full-day kindergarten- many of Michigan’s children attend schools
where it is simply not available. Sometimes it is available if parents pay extra. Often it is
available full days, but not every day of the school week.

We know that kindergarten is of immediate educational benefit to the students. We also know
that it builds a firm foundation for long range gains, intellectual as well as social and emotional.
Full day kindergarten is an effective strategy for closing achievement gaps. I've included a chart
of research backing up the five following essential points:

1. Full Day Kindergarten Boosts Student Achievement.

A. Longitudinal data demonstrates that children in full-day kindergarten classes show greater
reading and mathematic achievement gains than those in half-day classes.

B. Full-day Kindergarten can produce long-term educational gains, especially for low-income
and minority students.

2. Full- Day Kindergarten Improves Students’ Social and Emotional Skills. They have
more time to focus and reflect on activities and to transition between activities.

3. Full-Day Kindergarten is a Sound Educational Investment,

4. Teachers Prefer Quality Full-Day Kindergarten,
A. They know their students better.
B. They can better develop activities and lessons to meet student needs.

5. Full-Day Kindergarten is Optimal for Parents. There is less shuffling between home,
school and child care and more time for focused independent learning.

Since full- day Kindergarten is so beneficial, attendance should be mandatory. Often children
who begin their school years with sporadic attendance, settle into a pattern which is difficult in
future years to improve. Furthermore, since we are teaching curriculum and thinking in greater
depth, it is critical that students attend school.

One essential factor missing in discussions about full-day kindergarten is the need for regulations
requiring children starting kindergarten to have reached age five at the beginning of the
kindergarten program. Michigan currently allows children to enter kindergarten if they are five
by December first. There should also be a mechanism that allows for exceptions on a case-by-



case basis, where the final determination should be made by the school district after appropriate
consultation with the parents and the kindergarten teacher.

Four year old children should have access to pre-kindergarten programs which are high quality,
universal and publicly funded. What better place for this to happen than in our public schools?
Children who have not attended preschool often lack the social and foundational skills critical to
having a successful school experience.

Leaders in times past have faced challenges just as you representatives do today. The first
Governor to institute an Income tax on Michigan citizens was Governor Romney. The first
governor to ask for an increase in that Income Tax was Governor Milliken. They saw that in
order to make a good future for all of our citizens, we must invest. Now is the time to invest in
Michigan’s future. Now is the time to invest in Michigan’s children. Now is the time to invest
in full day mandatory kindergarten, with high quality pre- kindergarten education available to all
four year olds.
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